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More best and worst:

Joe Urcis :  Best job was as 
a lawyer handling general 
litigation and personal 
injury cases, then as a 
judge handling appeals for 
disability, unemployment and 
tax cases. Best job can become 
the worst job if your boss or 
supervisor makes your life 
miserable. Enough said.
Miriam Kelley :  Best job 
was as a teacher which 
I  did for 28 years.  But 
when my husband, a 
principal ,  ret ired,  I  did 
too.  I  didn’t  want to 
dress for work when he 
got to sleep in.
Florence Cooper : 
One worst job was as 
community volunteer 
to pay for a traff ic 
t icket.  I  was responsible 
for taking downtown 
drug users to the 
bathroom to col lect 

urine samples.  Did 
that for one day. 
Another worst job was 
in London as secretary 
for an archbishop. 
He welcomed me by 
fondling me, also a 
one-day job.  (Florence 
had more to share,  but 
two were enough.)
Mony Barkol :  When 
asked about his best or 
worst job,  Mony repl ied 
“ I  can’t  talk about i t” 
(several  t imes!)  which 
leaves us wondering: 
best or worst and 
secret? So,  spy?
Pauline Standish : 
Best job was United 
Air l ines Supervisor of 
Operations based in 
San Francisco which I 
did for f ive years.
Nancy Markley :  I  was 
a teacher for years,  but 
I  didn’t  l ike i t .  Instead, 
I  gave back by being 
a volunteer for Cub 
Scouts,  Gir l  Scouts, 
Campfire Gir ls ,  Junior 
League, American Heart 
Associat ion,  and PTA 
president.

On the Job
September Edition

    Speaking of giving 
back,  Joanne Armenia 
is  col lect ing used 
eyeglasses for the 
Lions Club and has 
three bags ful l  (as 

the nursery rhyme 
goes).  Why Lions Club? 
“Because I ’m a nurse 
and look for solutions 
to problems. Plus,  I 
have access to people 
with glasses.”
And Eileen Braeman , 
who col lects aluminum 
cans.  plast ic  bott les, 
and glass (although 
not as valuable 
for recycl ing)  then 
donates the money 
to the Orange County 
Chi ldren’s Hospital . 
Why them? “Because a 
fr iend’s chi ld is  al ive 
due to their  care.”

Continued on page 4
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Status Changes

Left to right: Miriam Kelley, Eleth Field, April 
Berg, Kay Tseng, and Carl Wolinsky

June Birthdays

Tracey Whitney

Colleen Gardner

Rosemary Ford

John Bakovic

Regional Master

Ruby Life Master

Gold  Life Master

Congratulations 
to Eleth & Richard 

Fields
58th Wedding 
Anniversary

Welcome New Member
Neal Kleiner

John Bakovic
Gold Life Master 

Colleen Gardner
Ruby Life Master 
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Tuba Notes from 
the Bored

LBBC Needs 
Directors… and 
More of Them!

 Long Beach Bridge 
Center, we run on three 
things: bidding boxes, 
caffeine, and the heroic 
efforts of our directors. 
Without directors, our 
games would resemble a 
charming neighborhood 
block party where everyone 
brought cards but no one 
remembered the rules. 
Boards would wander. 
Vulnerability would be 
determined by mood. And 
at least one table would 
be playing Board 7 for the 
third time because “it was a 
good one.”
   Directors are the glue that 
holds our cheerful chaos 
together. They’re the ones 
who pickup snacks, arrive 
early to set up the room, 
place the BridgeMates, 
and perform the sacred 
ritual of “Why is this board 

upside‑down again?”, and 
clean up. They keep the 
movement flowing, the 
rulings fair, and the players 
smiling — or at least smiling 
eventually, once the ruling 
goes their way.
   During the game, directors 
become multitasking 
magicians. They answer 
questions, settle disputes, 
and remind us that yes, 
you really do have to alert 
that bid. They walk into 
up to tables with the calm 
confidence of someone 
who has seen everything: 
revoked tricks, insufficient 
bids, claims made with a 
trump still out, and the 
ever‑popular “I swear I had 
13 cards when we started.”
   But here’s the twist: we 
don’t just need directors 
— we need more people 
to become directors. Our 
current directors are 
wonderful, dedicated, and 
occasionally superhuman, 
but even superheroes 
need reinforcements. The 
club is growing, games are 
thriving, and the demand 
for knowledgeable, friendly 
directors is rising faster 
than a preempt on a 
shapely hand.
   Becoming a director 
isn’t scary. You don’t need 
to memorize all 93 laws 
overnight or quote Law 73A 
in your sleep. You just need 
curiosity, patience, and a 
willingness to help keep the 
game running smoothly. The 
rest comes with help from 
other directors, training, 
practice, and the occasional 

moment of thinking, “Did 
that really just happen?” 
(Yes. It did. And it will again.)
   New directors bring fresh 
energy, new perspectives, 
and — let’s be honest — a 
little relief to the current 
crew. They help spread 
the workload, ensure we 
can run more games, and 
make it possible for the 
club to continue thriving. 
Plus, directing comes with 
perks: you learn the laws, 
you get to know everyone, 
free plays at LBBC, and the 
eternal gratitude of players 
who rely on you to keep the 
game fair and fun.
   Imagine a future where 
we have a full roster of 
directors, each confident, 
trained, and ready to step in. 
Games start on time. Rulings 
are swift. Movements are 
smooth. And no one ever 
has to play Board 7 three 
times again.
   So yes, the Long Beach 
Bridge Center needs 
directors — and we need 
you (or someone you know, 
or someone you can gently 
nudge) to consider becoming 
one. It’s rewarding, it’s 
important, and it keeps our 
beloved club running like 
the well‑shuffled machine 
it deserves to be.  The club 
will even pay for your class 
and test.  Checkout https://
www.acbl.org/portfolio/
director-courses/?utm_
source=copilot.com#director 
for more details or talk to 
any of the directors at the 
club.

by Leo Dittemore

https://www.acbl.org/portfolio/director-courses/?utm_source=copilot.com#director 
https://www.acbl.org/portfolio/director-courses/?utm_source=copilot.com#director 
https://www.acbl.org/portfolio/director-courses/?utm_source=copilot.com#director 
https://www.acbl.org/portfolio/director-courses/?utm_source=copilot.com#director 
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 In 2025 I  attened my 
f irst  bridge tournament 
since the beginning  of 
COVID. My last event 
was on a team, with 
NancyToussaint,  Tim 
Cole and Joyce Roberts 
to help Joyce get Life 
Master status.  We heard 
the f irst  rumors of the 
COVID pandemic as we 
walked out of the hotel .
  I  returned to playing 
in person at Long 
Beach Bridge Center in 
early 2025 when I  was 
being cal led in to sub. 
Li l l ian Slater was very 
encouraging.  As a result 
I  renewed fr iendships 
with persons I  had 
known almost 30 years 
ago. Both Betty Anne 
Houts and Tim Cole 
asked if  I  would l ike 
to play weekly.  Later 
Fern Dunbar asked if 
she could cal l  me when 
she needed a partner. 
Col leen Gardner asked 
if  I  was avai lable. 

Look What Happened 
When I Was 
Having Fun

Colleen then gave my 
number to Rebecca 
Ortega who was looking 
for a partner.
   After playing with 
Rebecca a couple 
of t imes,  she asked 
if  I  could play in 
a team event in a 
tournament with her 
and her husband as 
they needed si lver 
points.  But I  didn’t 
have a partner and 
last minute attempts 
to f ind one came 
away empty handed. 
Rebecca was persistent 
and contacted the 
woman in charge of the 
partnership desk.  I t 
was 7:30 p.m. the night 
before the tournament 
when Rebecca texted 
“We have a team and 
you have a partner!”
   I  was surprised that 
I  was so excited that 
I  would be playing in 
a tournament.  I  had 
thought those days 
were over.  I t  brought 
back many memories 
of playing on the 
Queen Mary and at the 
annual Palm Springs 
regional  for many 
years,  the tournament 
in Ann Arbor Michigan 
where I  became a Life 
Master and the ACBL 
National  tournament in 
San Diego with Sherry 
Troeger,  Apri l  Berg,  and 
John Berg.  And how we 
always celebrated with 
Johnny Walker Gold 
afterwards.
    When I  met my 
partner Stan he 
informed me he had 
forgone playing beach 

vol leybal l  to play in the 
tournament and had 
driven over f i fty miles. 
We did fair ly wel l  and 
accomplished the goal 
of  gett ing a “sl iver”  of 
s i lver points;  0.34 to 
be exact.  Not bad out 
of about one hundred 
part ic ipants,  including 
many  top ranking 
players.
   We immediately 
started planning on 
playing as a team again 
at the Long Beach 
Sectional  in July and 
later the Orange County 
Sectional.  I  now could 
visual ize my goal  of 
making the next level 
of  Life Master -  I  only 
had  one hundred more 
points to go.
   By the end of 2025 
both Tim and Betty 
Anne had passed away. 
Ralph Brunson, another 
of Tim’s partners, 
asked me to form a new 
partnership in Tim’s 
memory and we began 
to play weekly.  Two  
newer players,  Mandy 
Moores and Margaret 
Bass,  asked if  I  would 
mentor them to help 
them improve their 
game.
  Shir ley Knopf,  another 
player I  knew from 30 
years ago,  asked if  I 
could play while her 
partner Ann Devl in was 
on vacation.  Then, Ann 
asked me to play while 
Shir ley was on vacation. 
Also,  Howard  invited 
me to play with him 
at the game in Leisure 
World.  Gradual ly I  was   
accumulating points 

Continued on Page7 
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Darlene Oliver :  With 
her passion for animal 

Continued from  Page 1

unti l  one day I  real ized 
that I  need less than 
20 points to attain 
Ruby Life Master.  Al l 
of  a sudden it  seemed 
within reach.
  And then it  happened! 
So many individuals 
made this possible and 
I  hope I  have thanked 
them al l  for their 
contributions.  What a 
team effort!

by Rosemary Ford

welfare,  Darlene has 
served six years as 
Chairman of the Board 
for FACT,  Food Animal 
Concerns Trust,  a 
non-profit  focused on 
catastrophic factory 
farming.  Per Darlene,  a 
handful  of  corporations 
control  99% of al l 
farmed animals,  and 
independent farmers 
have been disappearing, 
400,000 farms since 
2007. Abuse of animals 
isn’t  s ingular:  i l legal 
chi ld labor is  involved. 
FACT works directly 
with humane farmers, 
providing grants, 
scholarships,  and tech 
support.  To learn more, 
c l ick on FACT.care.
    We are interested in 
highl ighting other Good 
Samaritans,  but they 
won’t  come forward on 
their  own. We’re going 
to need references from 
what fr iends know. 
Hope to hear from you.

by Lyn Kraatz

Continued from  Page 4 

Editor
Contributors

Article Submissions
We welcome articles, ideas and 
photos pertaining to our club. 
We reserve the right to revise 
submissions. Contact A.K. at 
ardeaux1@gmail.com.

A.K. Laine
Leo Dittemore

Rosemary Ford
Lyn Kraatz

Lillian Slater

Long Beach  - Fall Sectional

Partn�ship D�k
Melinda Wilson

melindawilsonlaw@gmail.com
424-477-8744

  
        

$15 card fee / session per person
credit card only

10:00 a.m & 2:30 p.m

*Stratification may be adjusted 

based on attendance.

Stratifications
Open* 
*  0 - 1500
*  1501 -3000
*  3001+

NLM*
*  0 -50
*  51- 200
*  201 - 499

Novemb� 14 & 15, 2026

Email Reservations REQUIRED 
- LongBeachSectional@gmail.com 34 Table Limit

Special Hotel Rat�  

$99 +tax/night  
reservations at hotelcurrent.com

Code: Bridge
562-597-1341 

10:00 a.m with a lunch break
Must participate in both sessions -

 $30 card fee per person
credit card only

Team stratification based on players’ 

masterpoint average

Sunday Swiss Teams

Tournament Chair
Lillian Slater    lilliands@gmail.com  714-287-3184

ACBL Director

Sanction # 2611348

ACBL Director

Long Beach Bridge Center
4782 E. Pacific Coast Highway

(Above and behind Big 5, enter in the rear) 

Saturday Pairs
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